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few weeks earlier in the Battle of Britain. These two events, which
were imitated and rivalled in every part of the country, showed
that the weapon of indiscriminate air attack upon these Islands,
which had produced such frightful consequences at Warsaw and at
Rotterdam, could not prevail against British tenacity and resolution.
In this war, so terrible in many aspects and yet so inspiring,
men and women who have never thought about fighting or being
involved in fighting before have been proud to emulate the courage
of the bravest regiments of His Majesty's armies, and proud to find
that, under the fire of the enemy, they could comport themselves
with discipline and with composure. It is that quality, universally
spread among our people, which gives us the foundation from which
we shall prosecute to the end this righteous war for the freedom and
future of mankind.
We shall not turn from our purpose, but we can only achieve
that purpose if we have behind us a nation sound at the core and
in every fibre. For the moment there is a lull, but we must expect
that before long the enemy will renew his attacks upon us. It is
true that some of his forces are away attacking the lives and rights
of another vast branch of the human family ; but he still has very
large forces close at hand, and if he has not come recently to London
it is certainly not because he likes us better.
The courage of Londoners, and the organization of our many
defence and municipal services under unexampled strain, not only
enabled us to come through what many might have thought a
mortal peril, but impressed itself in every country, upon the minds of
every country in the world, and gained us scores of millions of friends
in the United States. I do not hesitate to say that the enormous
advance in United States opinion towards making their contribution
to British resistance thoroughly effective has been largely influenced
by the conduct of Londoners and of the men and women in our
provincial cities in standing up to the enemy's bombardments.
We must certainly prepare ourselves to receive other visits in
the future. We shall be ready. We shall be more ready than we
have ever been before, but whether the enemy comes again here or
not will not alter our course of action. We are now bombing him at
a heavier rate in discharge of tons of bombs than he has in any
monthly period bombed us.
This is only a beginning. We shall continue the process, and
upon a growing scale, month after month, until at last we have
beaten down this horrible tyranny which has reared itself against our
life and against the honour of every free people in the world. There-
fore it is of the utmost consequence that you should regard your-